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MID-WEST IRON ORE INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT 

520. Mr G. WOODHAMS to the Premier: 
May I acknowledge the Premier’s contribution to Subiaco’s magnificent victory on Sunday?  Perhaps I could ask 
him to join me with an “Ooby dooby, come on Subi”.  I thank the Premier.   

Given that more than 100 farms north of Moora are said to be up for sale and scores of farming families and 
rural workers are currently without meaningful cash flow -  

(1) Does the Premier concede there are potentially hundreds of alternative jobs in the mid-west iron ore 
industry, but currently most projects are not being realised because of the disgraceful bottleneck in the 
government approvals process?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  We have been approving them. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I am not asking the minister a question; I am asking the Premier a question.  The 
minister has had her chance. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I do not need the minister’s help.  To continue -  

(2) Does the Premier concede that jobs on mid-west mining sites and in rail and port construction could 
offer a financial lifeline to literally hundreds of struggling farmers and rural workers? 

(3) When will the Premier visit farmers in the dry areas north of Moora and provide them with assurances 
that development of the mid-west mining sector will be fast-tracked? 

(4) What is the Premier doing to provide emergency funding to local government to fast-track projects such 
as local roads, and offer jobs to farmers and rural workers? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for this question and for his attribution of Subiaco’s success falsely to me, but I understand 
why he is interested in it and his interest in this issue.   

(1) The brief answer is no. 

(2) In relation to the opportunity for alternative jobs in the mid-west region for farmers who are in 
difficulties, yes, I do.  It is obviously a possibility for people in that area that they will be able to access 
other employment, and one of those opportunities would be in the mid-west iron ore industry.  
However, we are in the process, as the member would appreciate, of going about the provision of 
infrastructure properly, so that we do not have a replication in the mid-west of some of the issues that 
have bedevilled the iron ore industry in the north west where there is lack of third party access and 
major issues that have derived from that circumstance.   

(3) When would I visit these farms?  I would like to take the opportunity when I can.  I have spoken to the 
member directly about that when he has raised the issue with me.  I have not had the opportunity yet, 
but I would like to take the opportunity when it presents itself. 

(4) However, the reality is that the state government has provided $9 million of assistance - I think it was 
two or three weeks ago; it may be slightly longer now - to farmers in need and also to small businesses 
that rely on the farming industry in those drought stricken areas.  We are working with the federal 
government under the mutually agreed exceptional circumstance provisions so that those farmers who 
are in severe financial circumstances are provided with the appropriate level of support.  No-one wants 
to see them have to walk off their land, and I think the Minister for Agriculture and Food may have 
made a statement already today about this issue.  It is an issue that he is very passionate about and one 
he pursues rigorously and vigorously.  The member for Greenough can rest assured that we do not want 
to see farmers in that mid-west north east wheatbelt area left without a future.  We do not want to see 
that.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  As the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure well knows, the rules in this place 
apply to both sides of the house.  The minister may not have liked the question but talking over the person who 
asked it is unparliamentary, so she is called to order for the first time.  The person on my left with the phone is 
lucky that I cannot identify him because he would be called to order too.  I hope it is turned off.   
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
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